Dear Early Educator,

The attached document may look overwhelming for a site administrator, teacher, or classroom associate.  Please start slowly and build on your emergency preparedness at your site.  Please though, prepare!  Hurricane Katrina and the Southern California Wildfires have shown us that many times we have to be self sufficient.  We also must prepare for the inevitable problem of an earthquake in Southern California.  Our students and parents will need to know that their children are as safe as possible.

I am aware that the materials I suggest will place a financial burden on your center. It has been my experience that parents rally around emergency preparedness as a worthy cause to donate money and materials to.  All parents want safety as the utmost priority at a center.  

The Training by CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) closely parallels the emergency procedures laid out in the document.  CERT training is usually low cost for the participants.  The training manual is online free and the backpack materials are offered at affordable rates.  Contact your local county OES office for contact information regarding CERT.

I am very aware that the document is not practical for the Family Child Care (FCC) community.  I would like to suggest the FCC community heavily modify the document and only print off pages that apply and or modify pages to reflect the home where it will be implemented.  Below are pages I suggest for the FCC community:
Important Information



Resources
RPM
(L6B)




Shock Worksheet (L6C)

Fire Extinguishment (L6D)


Building Assessment Table  (L11B)

Personal Preparedness (L14B)

Teacher Scenario (L14D)

Emergency Communications Report (F4)
Assembly Out/In Sheet (F6)

Triage Tag (F9A and F9B)


Outside Agency Transport Record (F11)
To all users of this document, thank you in advance for the commitment you are showing to safety for your students and parents in your program.  D.D.

